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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, SENV, CA 

SUBJECT: BEAUFORT SEA DRILLING AUTHORITY GRANTED 

1 . EXTAEF USA DIVISION OFFICIAL TELEPHONED EMBOFE TODAY 
TO INFORM THAT CABINET HAD REACHED DECISION TO AUTHORIZE 
THREE- YEAR DRILLING PROGRAM IN BEAUEORT SEA BY DOME 
PETROLEUM. AUTHORITY WOULD BE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL REPORTING 
TO CABINET BY MINISTER OF INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFEAIRS. 
CABINET WOULD BE ABLE TO STOP DRILLING AT ANY POINT IP 
CIRCUMSTANCES SO REQUIRED. 

2. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF DECISION IS BEING DELAYED 
UNTIL USG IS OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE. 

OFPICIAL HOPED TO HAVE NOTE DELIVERED WITHIN NEXT SEVERAL 
DAYS. EMBASSY WILL CABLE TEXT UPON RECEIPT. 

3. COMMENT: CABINET DECISION IS NOT SURPRISING. NO ONE 
EXPECTED GOC TO REFUSE DRILLING AUTHORITY; MAIN QUESTION 
WAS LONGEVITY OF DRILLING AUTHORITY, WITH SOME APPARENTLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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URGING IT BE POR ONE YEAR ONLY. HOWEVER, AS SENIOR DINA 
OFPICIAL TOLD DCM AND EMBOPF, SITUATION HAD NOT CHANGED 
ENOUGH (I.E., ENERGY NEEDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 
HAVE NOT CHANGED) TO JUSTIFY HOLDING TIGHTER REIN. 

4. DINA OFFICIAL MADE ADDITIONAL COMMENT THAT DOME 
PETROLEUM IS URGING CONSTRUCTION OF CLASS 10 ICEBREAKER 
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TO BE USED IN BEAUFORT SEA, THUS PERMITTING YEAR-ROUND 
DRILLING. IN FACT, PRESENCE OF ICEBREAKER COULD BECOME 
SAFETY REQUIREMENT FOR FUTURE DRILLING OPERATIONS, SO THAT 
CAPABILITY WOULD ALWAYS EXIST TO DRILL RELIEF WELL. HE 
SUGGESTED ICEBREAKER COULD BE BUILT BY 1980. ENDERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, OFFSHORE DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977OTTAWA04365 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 90-0725 

Format: TEL 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977059/aaaaahtp.tel 

Line Count: 67 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7f73179a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2630556 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BEAUFORT SEA DRILLING AUTHORITY GRANTED 
TAGS: ENRG, SENV, CA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7f731 79a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



